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IN THE d.AUVfS' 

1 - (Previously Presented) A method of data management on a 
storage medium (10), the storage medium (10) comprising a variety of blocks (21) in 
which data can be stored, a first block (22) from said variety being selected to execute a 
mutation on, characterized by determining whether the wear level of th e first block (22) 
is acceptable for executing the mutation, and i f so, executing the mutation on the first 
block (22), and otherwise 

• choosing from said variety a second block (23) with a lower wear level than the first 
block (22), and 

• copying the data of the second block (23) to the first block (22), 

wherein the blocks from said variety have an associated counter for 
counting the number of mutations in the block concerned, and a limit value is increased 
when a predetermined number, which is at least the majority, of the counters of the 
blocks from said variety exceed the limit value, said determining being based on said 
limit value and a value of the counter of the first block (22). 

2. (Previously Presented) A method as claimed in claim 1 , 
characterized in that when th e value of the counter of the first block (22) is smaller than 
the limit value, the val ue of the counter is increased and the mutation is executed, and 
otherwi se a block of which the counter has a lower value than the counter of the first 
block (22) is chosen as the second block (23). 
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3. (Original) A method as claimed in claim 2, characterized in that 
the lower value is the lowest value of the values of the counters of the blocks from said 
variety. 



4 (Cancelled). 

5. (Original) A method as claimed in claim 1 , characterized in that 
the second block (23) is erased after the data of the second block (23) have been copied 
to the first block (22). 

6. (Original) A method as claimed in claim 1 , characterized in that 
the mutation comprises erasing the first block (22). 

7. (Previously Presented) A system for data management on a 
storage medium (1 0), the storage medium (10) comprising a vari ety of blocks (21) in 
which data can be stored, the system being arranged for selecting a first block (22) from 
said variety to execute a mutation on, characterized by control means (26) for 
determining whether the wear level of the first block (22) is acceptable for executing the 
mutation, and if so, executing the mutation on the first block (22), and for otherwise 

• choosing from said variety a second block (23) with a lower wear level than the first 
block (22), and 

• copying the data of the second block (23) to the first block (22), 
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wherein the blocks from said variety have an associated counter for . 
counting the number of mutations in the block concerned, and the control means (26) are 
arranged for increasing a limit value when a predetermined number, which is at least the 
majority, of the counters of the blocks from said variety exceed the limit value, said 
determining being based on said limit value and a value of the counter of the first block 
(22). 

8. (Previously Presented) A system as claimed in claim 7, 
characteri zed in that the control means (26) are arranged for, when the value of the 
counter of the first block (22) is smaller than the limit value, increasing the value of the 
counter and executing the mutation, and for otherwise choosing a block of which the 
counter has a lower value than the counter of the first block (22) as the second block (23) 

9. (Original) A system as claimed in claim 8, characterized in that 
the lower value is the lowest value of the values of the counters of the blocks from said 
variety. 

10. (Cancelled). 

1 1 . (Original) A system as claimed in claim 8, characterized in that 
the system is arranged for initially constructing a table in which the value of the counters 
of the blocks are stated. 
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12. (Original) A system as claimed in claim 7, charactered in that 
*e control means (26) are arranged for erasing the second block (23) after the data *» 
the second block (23) have been copied to the first block (22). 



13. (Previously Presented) A computer program product comprising a 
computer-readable medium and enabling a programmable device to function as a system 
as claimed in claim 7. 



14. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein said 
copying is preceded by the step of copying to another block (24) any stored data of said 
first block (22) that is not marked for erasure. 

15. (Currently Amended) A method nfH fl , a managempnt rt „ . ^ r 
medium (10), the storage medium (10) mmnri^ a v^ Vh, ^,. cks „ n fa ^ ^ 
can be sfrred, „ first MnrV ^ frn m sajd vafietv ^ g< ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

characterized hy d^rmininp whether t V w,,r level nf th. H , k,~„ ir rr| |t „, 

forex ecutinR the mutation and if *o eyeing the m mH ^ r|nr> . 

Otherwise 



^hogsjnfi from said variety a srrnnd Mock Qtt with * wear i ev ., tlMW ^ ^ 
block f22\ and 

^ copying the data of th* block ra* tn th q first b ] oc |c r?^ 



therein the blocks from m m vrf etv have *m associated nmm^ r~ 

counting the number of mutations in the Mock ^ ^ f «-.;. j. ■„, 
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Mgjia^redetermined numher which is at Inf the majority of ^ ... ^ 

b locks from said variety exceed the l imit v,lu e . mm ^ nr H . rft „ 

limit value and a value of the counter of the first block ( ?2 )Th . meth o d of claim 1 , said 
method being configured for execution on a computer system so that if said determining, 
| Said dwoain « ^ said «c with respect to said first block by asajd 

computer system in a first iteration, said computer system is configured to, in the event of 
a second iteration with respect to said fixst block, again execute said determining even if 
said value of the counter of the first block (22) exceeded said limit value in said first 
iteration, said limit value not having since changed. 

1 6. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein said 
predetermined number is equal to said majority. 

1 7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 5, wherein said 
processor copied data to said first block in said first iteration as a result of determining 
that said value of the counter of the first block exceeded said limit value. 

1 8. (Canceled). 
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